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Wayne Tomorrow! Action Committee Takes Field Trip to Highlight Hawley Happenings
In early June, the Wayne Tomorrow! Action Committee came together entirely in person for the first time since last fall. They met at the Wayne County
Historical Society’s D&H Canal Park at Lock 31. The “field trip” provided an opportunity for nearly
40 WT! partners to get a first-hand look at the ongoing development of the only segment of the
D&H Canal open to the public in Pennsylvania.
During the last two decades, the Historical Society has been reviving the property. The Action
Committee used the newly constructed pavilion for the meeting and heard from the Society’s Canal
Committee Chairman Tom Colbert.
He talked about efforts to renovate and furnish the farmhouse on the property that predates the
canal and about plans to rebuild a nearby barn with reclaimed barn-wood from elsewhere in the
county. They even expect to construct a replica of a canal boat on the pavilion roof, designed to
look like it is actually on the canal.
Located on Route 6 just west of Hawley, Canal Park boasts one mile of towpath now transformed
into a walking trail used heavily by the public in all seasons. with another trail running along the
Lackawaxen River.
Following the meeting, most members of the assembly walked the trail to lunch at the outdoor
dining area at The Settlers Inn, called Grant’s Woods, before exploring some of the exciting things
happening in Hawley.

Hawley’s Garden of Adventure Begins to Bloom
Hawley grew up where the Wallenpaupack and Middle Creeks meet the Lackawaxen
River, providing a prime location to cultivate commerce and industry. After all, the
Wallenpaupack Falls would one day power impressive silk and glass-cutting factories
and eventually help light the area as a hydroelectric project.
The Lackawaxen River was also responsible for two of Hawley’s key features – the
canal and the railroad that replaced it. Both remain substantially intact. The latter offers
a full schedule of excursions as the Stourbridge Line Railroad. The other is responsible
for Hawley’s crown jewel, Bingham Park, originally a basin where a thriving boatbuilding industry served the canal.
This mix of natural and cultural heritage created fertile ground for the development of Hawley, and continues to nourish new growth in this proverbial
garden. Preservation has also played an important role in preparing the “soil.” Private investment saved important historic structures like The Ritz Co.
Playhouse, a former vaudeville theater in the center of town; the 1920-eras hotel now home to The Settlers Inn on the west end of town; and the
world’s largest blue stone building known as the Hawley Silk Mill at the eastern gateway, among others.

Expanding Trail System Connects Hawley Borough to River, Lake & Someday Towns
Expanding on the metaphor, there can be no doubt the prized roses in this garden are the trails, and there are several. First the Hawley Trail, which began modestly around Bingham Park and into historic parts of the town. It then expanded, first through Riverside Park and then connecting to the Tow Path Trail at Lock 31.
Next came development of the trails at Lake Wallenpaupack – one following the shoreline from the Tafton Dike to the
Wilsonville Dam (Lake Trail) and the other from the dam along part of the flume line (Creek Trail). In the near future,
these will link to Hawley’s trail system via a new Gorge Trail following the Wallenpaupack Creek to Riverside Park in
Hawley and on to Lock 31.
Most recently, Wayne County completed a Feasibility Study of the possible development of a trail system linking
Honesdale to Hawley and beyond via the Lackawaxen River and Stourbridge Railroad. With the help of the PA Fish &
Boat Commission (PFBC), the Wayne Pike Trails and Waterways Alliance
identified several sites that would be relatively straightforward to improve. Hawley Borough developed the first
of these public launches at Bingham Park in 2020.
PFBC just awarded more than $300,000 in grants to develop handicap accessible access sites, including
public restrooms, at White Mills and Industrial Point at the confluence of the Lackawaxen and Dyberry Creek
in Honesdale. Canal Park is expected to be home to another access point in the near future.
These developments have generated a growing interest in what Grant Genzlinger of the Trails Alliance and
The Settlers Inn called “an underutilized resource” – the Lackawaxen River, mostly because of a lack of public access. Businesses across the area have seen an increase in people asking questions about how to get
onto the trails and the river.

Location, Trails Set Stage for Local and New Businesses to Reach Full Bloom in Hawley
Many other flowers have begun to bloom in Hawley’s Garden.

tures along the way.

The award-winning Wallenpaupack Brewery, with its 14,000-square-foot
craft brewery, brew pub and beer garden, made Lake Wallenpaupack a
“cool place” to visit for the younger crowd. Named Pennsylvania Beer of
the Year at the New York International Beer Competition, Wallenpaupack
Brewing Co. uses locally sourced ingredients in the kitchen and supports
local causes through Pints for a Purpose.

Also, a new music venue will hosts
its first outdoor concerts in July.
Harmony in the Woods is the extension of a popular series of curated performances that has found
a new home with construction of
an outdoor amphitheater on Welwood Avenue (Route 6 east of
In the center of Main Avenue, the new
town). The Foundation for HarmoHawley Hub continues to take shape in
ny Presents believes in cultivating
the former Murray Building as a multiindividual and communal growth
purpose space for the community,
through offering excellent performemphasizing the arts and selfing and cultural arts programming,
enrichment. It started with the developas well as educational opportuniment of the Eddy Studio for yoga,
ties for all ages, interests and
dance, theater and other classes
perspectives. “We are dedicated
amidst the COVID Pandemic last year.
to ensuring this programming is in
Family Farms Northeast opened its
line with and thoughtfully crafted around their core values of environmenfifth location at the Hawley Hub on
tal stewardship, arts accessibility
Memorial Day Weekend. The café
and educational enrichment,” according to the website.
The naturally elevated amphitheater
features tiered seating area among
offers hot and cold coffee, tea,
a jumble of glacial boulders and
chocolate drinks, milkshakes and
nestled in a heavily wooded area.
smoothies Monday through SatThe infrastructure installed at the
urday and encourages foot traffic
site will allow Harmony in the Woods
in the building. The storefront
to broadcast around the world. An
space also houses a Book Sale
inaugural season of 20 concerts
through the Hawley Library and
kicks off on July 2 and continues through Aug. 29.
room for open mic events.
It is the Downtown Hawley PartnerSarah Clauss said Hawley Hub is
ship that tends the garden, recently
also working to establish a nonadding Last Friday events and hostprofit entity to manage a large
ing street vendors to encourage
community space in the building,
people to come to the downtown.
currently under construction.
The Hawley Harvest Hoedown, held
There are plans to use it to enin October, has expanded to Saturgage young people in the broadday and Sunday with a performance
er community.
by the Farm Arts Collective and a
Blue Grass Concert. Winterfest returns this December and the Chamber of the Northern Poconos is hard
Soarin’ Eagle Rail Tours, a sce- at work planning a return of Wally
nic and recreational railbike
Lake Fest in August.
adventure, led its first two-hour,
After a long year-and-a-half of pandemic and restrictions, Hawley and
three-mile tour on the railroad
Lake Wallenpaupack are open for business this summer. While you can
leading south from Hawley in
find lots of information at www.VisitHawleyPA.com, the best way is to get
mid-June. American Bald Eagles thrive along the Lackawax- out and explore.
en and make regular appearances – thus the name. Owner
Joe Mascola said he and his
family tried the railbikes in the
Adirondacks and decided to
bring them to their adopted
home.

Independence Day Parades &
Fireworks

Mascola said the family owns a
home in Whispering Pines and,
planning to retire to the area,
wanted to invest in the community. Soarin’ Eagle railbikes seat
either two or four, so couples
and families can enjoy the adventure together. The bikes operate independent of each other and not
everyone has to pedal to keep it
moving. The tours use the rails
at set times to avoid conflict with
the rail excursions, and guides
follow at front and back. There
are stops for rest and for pic-

Celebration & Fireworks, Central Park,
Honesdale, July 2, 7:30 pm
Celebration & Parade, Pleasant Mount
Community Center, July 3, 10 am
Fireworks Display, Lake Ariel, across
from Fire Hall, Route 191, July 3, 9 pm
Parade & Carnival, Main Ave/Bingham
Park, Hawley, July 4, 1 pm

A view from the Soarin’ Eagle
Railbike ride along the tracks and
the Lackawaxen River in Hawley
(Courtesty of C. Crellin)

Fireworks Show, Lake Wallenpaupack,
Hawley, July 4, 9 pm

